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Abstract

The mass media play a decisive role in shaping of public opinion, including the environmental issues. This problem is
relevant not only due to its extreme aggravation in the system of “nature-society”, the need to improve the effectiveness of the
state environmental policy, including the information support, but also due to the unprecedented changes in media space. The
transition from traditional to new media in the 1990s, the further global spread of the Internet, and the digitization of
communication messages have led to fundamental changes in media sphere. The Internet has connected many users - individuals,
organizations, media into a single, open communication network, creating the unlimited number of connections, reducing the
distance between network participants, eliminating spatial restrictions. The new level of communications has been formed. It has
changed not only the access of consumers to information, but also the interaction with it. Mass media became a powerful tool for
the purposeful formation of social orders, mainly through the building of necessary public relations, including the ecological
issues. They influence a number of processes, from formal environmental policy to informal views of the public on the current
state of environment (1-4). In this regard, the study of coverage of environmental problems and the measures of government,
aimed for their solving, in mass media is an important task in scientific, practical and political sense. The article presents the
research results of the role of regional media in covering the environmental issues, in determining the effectiveness of
information support of the government environmental protection policy.
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1 Introduction interconnection of these processes is obvious. In the world,

Ecological crisis, which has affected the human only greenhouse gas emissions have almost doubled over
environment, disrupted the natural balance of the planet. the past two decades. Carbon dioxide contributes to the
The forecasts about the irreversibility of damage to the increase of ozone holes, that has led to the rise of
biosphere in the coming decades put the existence of temperature of the earth's surface and to the change of sea
civilization on the brink of disaster, that also concerns level. In this regard, the need for a significant reduction of
Russia to the full extent (13-20-21). greenhouse gas emissions is becoming increasingly urgent

The environmental problems have led not only to the for each country. In recent years, the government and non-
contradictions in the system “society-nature”, but have profit organizations have been actively developing the
influenced on almost all other areas of public life. The programs of reduction of energy costs and carbon
environmental crisis also negatively affected the economy, emissions, with the aim to decrease the flow of greenhouse
causing difficulties in social sphere, in demographic gases (4). Other problems are also associated with the
development, and in solving the national economic tasks. environmental degradation: _food, contamination of soil
So, the growing incidence of population is directly related cover, land damage, reduction of fresh water resources,
to the environmental degradation of the planet. The pollution of the World Ocean, epidemics, environmental

disasters, the emergence of natural disaster areas, etc.
Climate change and environmental degradation forced
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to nature (12-22-27).

Sustainable and safe development of any state is
substantially determined by the effectiveness of
environmental policy, which is responsible for the
preservation of the environment (24-25-26). The key
position, determining the survival of the planet, consists in
urgent solving the existing problems in the system “nature -
society”, through the enhancing of legislative norms in the
field of nature management, their rigorous implementation
as a mechanism to counter the extinction and death of
civilization. In the regulation of human relations with the
environment in compliance with laws, protecting nature
and ensuring environmental safety, the use of all possible
channels for the formation of an individual's civilized
approach to the environment, the state environmental
policy plays a decisive role (5-11-23).

Its effectiveness is largely determined by timely
coverage of environmental problems, bringing to the public
the importance of responsibility of each person for
preservation the living environment, available natural
resources, and consciously limiting of material needs.

2 Materials and Methods

The methodological base of the study was monographic
and comprehensive sociological research, which gave the
opportunity to form a full picture of the current type of
coverage of environmental issues by the media in the
Republic of Tatarstan. The investigation was conducted in
the period from July 1, 2009 to July 1, 2019. [Fig.1] Its
purpose was to identify the environmental problems,
covered by the regional media, determining them in key
areas. The study used the method of qualitative and
guantitative content analysis. The total volume of the

™

 Eco-nrticles

= Total mumber of articles

analyzed materials for the selected chronological period
amounted to 65910 articles. Among them, 1977
publications were devoted to the environmental issues (3%
of the total amount of the studied material). For the
analysis, 3 regional newspapers were selected:
(“Respublika Tatarstan”, “Izvestiya Tatarstana”, “Business
Online”).

According to the results of the content analysis, we can
conclude that the regional media do not consider
environmental issues as socially significant topics, which
form the agenda in the media field of the country and the
republic. Only 3% of the entire array of articles is devoted
to environmental issues. So, there is an effect of vacuum of
ecological information in the field of coverage of problems
of environmental development.

Such a low proportion of coverage of environmental
topics indicates a certain direction of the current
information policy in the republic. Perhaps, the regional
media consider it their task to form an opinion among the
public about the absence of serious problems in the field of
environmental management (28-29-30).

3 Results

The determination of the dynamics of coverage of
environmental problems in the Republic of Tatarstan by the
regional media became an important task of the study. The
dynamics of articles, devoted to environmental issues, in
mass media of the Republic of Tatarstan in the period from
July 1, 2009 to July 1, 2019 is presented in the fig. 2.
Environmental reports in the regional mass media are
seasonal in nature.

Total number of
articles , 97%

Eco-articles, 304

Figure 1: The number of articles, devoted to environmental issues, in mass media of the Republic of Tatarstan in the period from 2009-2019
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Figure 2: The dynamics of articles, devoted to environmental
issues, in mass media of the Republic of Tatarstan in the period
from 2009-2019

As shown in the figure 2, summer months (June, July)
and winter months (end of December and January) are the
most characteristic periods for the publication of
environmental reports. From June to August, there are
extremely few environmental publications, despite the fact
that the largest number of fires, floods, and other significant
natural disasters occur during this period.

The results of the content analysis, carried out by the
criterion of the titles of articles, devoted to environmental
issues, in the mass media of the Republic of Tatarstan are
presented in Table 1.

3% of environmental publications (1977 articles) for
the studied chronological period were taken as 100%.

Table 1: The results of the content analysis
Criterion Percentage

Emotionally
headlines (exclamation,
appeal, question, artistic
figure, affirmation, etc.)
Headlines, without
emotional expressiveness
(official orders, names,
geographical names, simple
phrases, etc.)
Total

colored
27%

73%

100%

The headlines of articles, devoted to environmental
issues, were structured according to the degree of emotional
coloring. 27% of headlines were emotionally colored, and
73% of publications belonged to official orders. They were
clearly emotionless. The publications in the regional media
of the Republic of Tatarstan, considered in this research,
cover various environmental problems. According to the
results of the content analysis, the key topics in covering
environmental issues are the following: (1) the work of
public authorities; (2) the practice of implementation of
environmental policy; and (3) international programs of
environmental cooperation.

4 Discussion

Most mass media do not consider the environmental
issues as socially significant, and do not present them as
paramount problems. It should be noted, that the regional
media of the Republic of Tatarstan are currently on the
threshold of a close mix of traditional and new media. The
coverage of environmental policy and, in particular,
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environmental safety will depend on the further
development of this area. In such case, the key role of the
regional media will be in timely delivery of environmental
information to the public through the effective
communication  channels; in the formation of
environmental communication; in resolution of conflicts
between the subjects of environmental policy and
stabilization the eco-political order; in the ecologization of
public consciousness.

5 Conclusion

The effective use of mass media can play a decisive
role in the adoption and implementation of measures, aimed
at solving of environmental problems. Most people obtain
the information about climate change through the media.
These studies confirm the pattern that people primarily rely
on the media to get the information on global
environmental issues. In this regard, it is important to use
the potential impact of mass media on the audience, and
their influence on the formation of public opinion in
solving environmental problems, in implementing the state
programs for the preservation of nature, and in eliminating
the damage, caused to it. The overcoming of contradictions
between the constantly deteriorating state of the
environment and the growing needs on the part of society is
impossible without the information coverage of impending
catastrophe, the widespread use of mass media for the
analytical support of the state environmental policy, and the
combined efforts of society, population and government.

The impact of environmental publications from
traditional media and the Internet has a positive effect on
public attitudes towards the environment through the
mechanisms of environmental value, people's orientations
and intentions. The effective use of various types of media
can positively influence the adoption of timely
environmental measures.

Acknowledgements

The work is performed according to the Russian
Government Program of Competitive Growth of Kazan
Federal University.

Bibliography

1. Bator R, Cialdini R. The application of persuasion theory to the
development of effective proenvironmental public service
announcements. Journal of Social Issues. 2000 Sep
1;56(3):527-42.

2. Woldoff RA. The effects of local stressors on neighbourhood
attachment. Social Forces. 2002 Sep 1;81(1):87-116.

3. Gifford R, Comeau LA. Message framing influences perceived
climate change competence, engagement, and behavioral
intentions. Global Environmental Change. 2011 Oct
1;21(4):1301-7.

4. Dunlap RE, McCright AM. Climate change denial: sources,
actors and strategies. In Routledge handbook of climate
change and society 2010 Jul 12 (pp. 270-290). Routledge.

5. Matveeva EV. Environmental policy of modern Russia.
Izvestiya of Altai State University. 2010; 4-1: 303-308.

6. Meadows D.H., Randers J., Meadows D.L. Limits to Growth:
The 30-year Update. M.: Akademkniga. 2008; 342.

7. Friedman TL. The Lexus and The Olive Tree: Understanding
Globalization. International reaserch Journal of arts and



Journal of Environmental Treatment Techniques

2019, Special Issue on Environment, Management and Economy, Pages: 1026-1029

humanities. 2003;38.

8. Filipchuk G. Public Raising environmental literacy in the

context of natural existence. Education and Management.
2010;13(4):144-9.

9. Yakovets Y. (Ed). Long-term strategy for global sustainable

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21

22.

23.

24.

development on the basis of Partnership of Civilizations:
Report of the international team of scientists for the UN
Conference on Sustainable Development, Rio 20 (Brazil,
2012) (short version). Partnership of Civilizations. 2012; 1:
87-99.

Kremen V. Education and science of Ukraine: ways of
modernization (facts, reflections, perspectives). K.: Gramota.
2003.

Skovorodkin VA. Ecological education of personal culture in
the context of stable social development. Lifelong learning:
Continuous education for sustainable development. 2012; 1:
157-159.

Meadows D.H., Randers J., Meadows D.L. Limits to Growth:
The 30-year Update. M.: Akademkniga, 2008; 342.

Mashkova V. The role of introduction of environmental
science in the system of education. The materials of scientific-
methodical conference of young scientists of the University.
Ural State University of Physical Culture. — Chelyabinsk.
2007; 119-125.

Nain AY. (Ed). Pedagogical science and education: thematic
collection of scientific papers. CSU Ural branch of the Russian
Academy of Education. — Chelyabinsk: (without publ. office),
2004; (7): 216.

Flier Ya. The problems of formation of professional and
environmental competence of a teacher in the context of
personality-oriented education: the materials of scientific-
methodical conference of teachers. Executive editor A,
VSPU. - Vladimir: (without publ. office), 2007; 229.
Meadows DH, Randers J, Meadows DL. Limits to Growth: The
30-year Update. M.: Akademkniga, 2008; 342.

Friedman T. The Lexus and the Olive Tree. Understanding
globalization. (Lane. from English. M. Prokopovych, I.
Skakun). — Lviv. 2002; 624.

Filipchuk G. Public Raising environmental literacy in the
context of natural existence. Education and Management.
2010;13(4):144-9.

Yakovets Y. (Ed). Long-term strategy for global sustainable
development on the basis of Partnership of Civilizations:
Report of the international team of scientists for the UN
Conference on Sustainable Development, Rio 20 (Brazil,
2012) (short version). Partnership of Civilizations. 2012; 1:
87-99.

Kremen V. Education and science of Ukraine: ways of
modernization (facts, reflections, perspectives). K.: Gramota.
2003.

Mohammadnazar D, Samimi A. Nessacities of Studying HSE
Management Position and Role in Iran Oil Industry. Journal of
Chemical Reviews. 2019 Aug 30:252-9.

Nabati M, Bodaghi-Namileh V, Sarshar S. Molecular Modeling
of the antagonist compound esketamine and its molecular
docking study with non-competitive N-methyl-D-aspartate
(NMDA) receptors NR1, NR2A, NR2B and NR2D. Progress
in Chemical and Biochemical Research. 2019 Sep 1;2(3):108-
19.

Khan ME, Bala LM, Maliki M. Phytochemical Analyses of
Terminalia Schimperiana (combretaceae) Root Bark Extract to
Isolate Stigmasterol. Advanced Journal of Chemistry-Section
A (Theoretical, Engineering and Applied Chemistry). 2019
Apr 1;2(4, pp. 266-385):327-34.

Beigzadeh R. Estimation of LLE Data for Binary Systems of
N-Formylmorpholine with Alkanes Using Artificial Neural
Network—Genetic Algorithm (ANN-GA) Model. Chemical
Methodologies. 2019 Jan 1;3(1. pp. 1-144):67-82.

1029

25.

26.

217.

28.

29.

30.

Yadav S, Sharma M, Ganesh N, Srivastava S, Srivastava MM.
Bioactive principle loaded gold nanoparticles as potent anti-
melanoma agent: green synthesis, characterization, and in vitro
bioefficacy. Asian Journal of Green Chemistry. 2019 Oct
1;3(4, pp. 418-549):492-507.
Kupwade RV. A Concise Review on Synthesis of Sulfoxides
and Sulfones with Special Reference to Oxidation of Sulfides.
Journal of Chemical Reviews. 2019 Mar 1;1(2. pp. 78-
170):99-113.
Moosavi-Zare AR, Zolfigol MA, Khaledian O, Khakyzadeh V,
Farahani MD, Kruger HG. Tandem Knoevenagel-Michael-
cyclocondensation reactions of malononitrile, various
aldehydes and dimedone using acetic acid functionalized ionic
liquid. New Journal of Chemistry. 2014;38(6):2342-7.
Ghanbaria F, Monavarib SM, Sadrc MK, Rahimib R,
Mirbolookia H. Pesticide in Soil and Rice Crop from North of
Iran: Concentration and Risk Assessment. Advanced Journal
of Chemistry, Section A: Theoretical, Engineering and
Applied Chemistry. 2019 Aug 26.
Makiabadi B, Zakarianezhad M. Investigation of Adsorption of
the Nitrosamine Molecule as a Carcinogen Agent on the AIN
Nanotubes: A DFT Study. Chemical Methodologies. 2019 Oct
6.
Bhat SU, Naikoo RA, Ahmad Bhat R, Malla MA, Tomar R,
Gatum NK, Tiwari KR. H-mordenite zeolite as an efficient,
rapid and recyclable catalyst for chemoselective synthesis of 1,
1-diacetates under solvent-free conditions. Asian Journal of
Green Chemistry. 2017 Jul 1;1(1. pp. 1-55):46-55.



